
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2017 
 

Come to the Feast of our Family Reunion!  

 

Family reunions…Family reunions…Family reunions….and 6 of the most 

beautiful and faith-filled women who were the best family reunion organizers have 

been embraced  by the heavenly banquet family reunion in this last year.   I am 

sure lots of organizing is going on in the gift of heaven!  Gertie, Doris, Dolores, 

Regina, Monica and my mother Rita.     

 

Families are a messy business!  No family is perfect and every family at one time 

or another goes through times of tribulation, difficulty and even despair.  Life 

throws at us tough times, bad days and difficult questions that shake the very 

foundations of our relationships.  When our most valued relationships are 

threatened, we suffer.  The question is, “How do we repair it?   

 

Happily, with God there is a way of reconciliation.  As Christians disciples, we are 

given the grace to forgive and be forgiven.  When we forgive, we participate in 

God’s divine action in the world.  We are called to be a public witness to what God 

longs for all the world to do—forgive.  

 

We owe love.  God created us for no other reason than to love us.  As in any 

family, the only essential response to love is to love in return.   We owe it to God, 

ourselves, and one another to love.  It is how we respond to God having first loved 

us.    

 

Sometimes love breaks down.  It is never too late to repair the damage.  God 

reminds us how to be a family.    

 

The prophet Ezekiel is sent as a “watchman for the house of Israel.”  Ezekiel tries 

his best!   Everyone is given a chance through Ezekiel to hear the word of God and 

to turn back to God.    

 

Jesus is the ultimate example of this kind of love.   Jesus never ceased to invite the 

lost, forsaken, neglected, or sinner back into the arms of God.   

 

At the heart of his ministry, Jesus sought to restore God’s family. Jesus made 

himself vulnerable—so much so that he laid down his very life for us.    

 



As we come before the altar, we remember Christ’s most awesome love.  Jesus 

gave up his very self to show us the way to be reconciled with God and one 

another.  We pray that we put our grievances aside and long for genuine 

communion.  By admitting our hurts and our wrongs, we make ourselves 

vulnerable.  It is in this vulnerability that we are opened and free to be restored and 

reconciled with one another.  In sharing this meal, we are a family reunited, bound 

up in Christ’s eternal love.  Come to the feast of our family reunion!    

 


